Main Street and Town Street
The garden wall of Fen Farm on Main Street
contains one of the village postboxes.This one was
first placed in the village in 1880 and located on
main street near Rectory Lane. It was moved in
1968 to Fen Farm when a Post Office was opened
by John and Diane Shields which had its own
postbox.
In 1969 the Grantham Journal ran an article
headed “Installed when Queen Victoria
reigned - Claypole’s Old “servant” will soon be
90”.
A lot of correspondence has gone through that
post box in it’s 139 years and it is still in daily use.

This photograph was
taken outside Virginia
Cottage on Main
Street in 1916 or 17.
The couple on the
motorcycle were
going off on their
honeymoon. They
were Elizabeth and
her new husband Bob
Salter. She was about
60 when they married
and they went on to
celebrate their silver
wedding anniversary.
Elizabeth was a school teacher and died in 1954 aged 96 at
Orchard Farm, home of her niece Mrs J Hubbard. Her gravestone
is in St Peters cemetery. Also in the picture (3rd from the right) is
Bertha Noon’s mother - see Bertha’s obituary in this months
newsletter.
Next to Virginia Cottage on Main Street was one of the two
Methodist Chapels in the village. When services finished in the
1960’s the Chapel became part of the home next door - Manor
House. The communion chalices were subsequently given to the
Methodist Church on Main Street in Balderton and are still
occasionally used.

This map extract
was revised in 1915
and published in
1922
Note

Robert Prabucki

▪

A row of cottages where the Village
Hall now stands

▪

A Steam Mill at the entrance to
Wetherill Close

▪

The School location has changed

▪

No modern homes on School Lane

▪

Only several homes on Rectory
Lane

▪

No Westbury Estate or Swedish
Cottages on Barnby Lane.

