School Closures
The current closure of the local schools is unprecedented in recent times, but a
look through Mr Tinsley and Mr Scott’s Early History of Education in Claypole
booklet shows otherwise. The booklet made great use of the daily School Log
written up by successive Headmasters which provided a sense of the role of the
school in the life of the community.
Extracts from the log :
24th November 1906 an epidemic of measles broke out affecting 60
children and the Medical Officer closed the school until 31st December.
29th January 1907 the School Medical Officer closes the school for a
fortnight owing to an epidemic of influenza.
19th February 1908 the school was closed by order of the MOH due to
a mysterious epidemic.
2nd April 1908 school closed for a fortnight by order of the MOH due
to the influenza epidemic.
21st February 1910 school closed for a fortnight by order of the MOH
due to the Chicken Pox epidemic.
1st November 1912 There being 22 children absent the school was
closed by order of the MOH for three weeks.
9th December 1912 school closure extended to 31st December.
20th October 1913 There being 46 children absent out of 125, the
Managers on the recommendation of the Secretary, closed the school
on account of a Measles epidemic.
22nd December 1914 This morning 30 children were absent and the
school was closed until 4th January.
16th November 1931 School opened today after six and a half weeks
closure because of a Diphtheria epidemic.

Not all school closures were due to illness however
1st July 1909 Day’s holiday given on the occasion of the Garden Fete.
22nd June 1911 by request of the King holiday given until 26th June to celebrate His
Majesty’s Coronation.
17th December 1914 A holiday was given this morning as the school was being used for
a local government Board enquiry into the proposed water supply.

23rd December 1916 A Rolls Royce aeroplane fell disabled into Mr Collins field at
playtime this morning and we all spent the rest of the morning examining it.
31st May 1926 A holiday was given this afternoon for the tea given by Mr Coulby.
9th July 1928 A holiday was given today for the Royal visit to Newark.
21st January 1930 Today a holiday was given for the official opening and dedication by
the Bishop of Lincoln of the new school building given by Mr Harry Coulby.
29th November 1935 A holiday was given for the Royal Wedding.
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