Claypole Ready for Nuclear Attack
The village was ready in the 1960s to face a possible nuclear attack by Russia. World War II
ended when two atomic bombs were detonated over Japan. After the war the race was then on
for other countries to also possess these weapons of mass destruction. There was a real belief
that Russia would be prepared to attack the UK if diplomacy failed the so called Cold War.
Arrangements were made for the country to be able to respond to this threat. RAF aircraft
loaded with nuclear weapons were on permanent standby to take off on four minutes warning.
Some of those V Bombers (Vulcan, Victor and Valient) were based at RAF Waddington close to
Lincoln. Four minutes was the estimated time from the detection of a UK bound enemy attack to
to their bombs hitting targets. After take off those aircraft would try to deliver nuclear bombs
onto enemy targets.
Two volunteer defence organisations were given significant roles that would be
needed in the event of the UK being attacked. The Royal Observer Corps and
the Civil Defence Corps.
The Royal Observer Corps (ROC) being formed in 1925 gained a valuable role in being the “Eyes
and Ears” of the Royal Air Force. Later during the Cold War under the control of the United
Kingdom Warning and Monitoring Organisation (UKWMO) the ROC provided key monitoring,
recording and appraisal of nuclear fallout if a nuclear attack had occurred in the United Kingdom
In the event of a nuclear war, ROC
volunteers would be tasked with
monitoring the movement of nuclear
radiation and fallout by manning
hundreds of observer stations
throughout the country. There were
54 of these in Lincolnshire and over
900 in England. One of these stations
was located on Doddington Lane .
The shelter in Claypole was built in
February 1960 and closed down in
September 1991.
The post is still there on Doddington Lane, but little remains of the infrastructure. These photos
show them in 1998 when it was reported that the green painted ventilation louvres were missing.
The official government advice for citizens was
that on the sounding of an alarm, everyone
should move to the preprepared safe space in
their home and remain there until an “all clear”
broadcast was made. The preparations included
painting the glass in your windows with white
paint, digging a hole in the garden and covering it
with a door and stocking sufficient food to keep
the family fed for two weeks.

In 1986 the former airfield of RAF Fulbeck - approx 7 miles from Claypole - was considered
by the United Kingdom government body, NIREX, as one possible site for an underground
deep storage facility for the country's nuclear waste and geological investigations took place.
The late Trevor Kearsley who lived at The Square Main Street and many others helped to
organise and lead a campaign to oppose this development and plans for the facility were
abandoned in 1987.
In 2014 an exercise to test emergency response to disaster took place in Claypole.
Operation Georgiana was based on a scenario that a train carrying nuclear materials was
travelling through Claypole and became de-railed. All went well, lessons were learned and
no one from the village was actually harmed.
Responsibility for dealing with these types of problems now rests with South Kesteven
District Council and Lincolnshire County Council.

Mike Four - No 11 Group ROC --- An earlier role
It was a cold winters day in 1939 when
the Police Constable walked into a
Claypole public house and asked for
volunteers to become Special
Constables on Observer Corps duty.
When war was declared on September
3 1939 the volunteers manned Claypole
post with the task of spotting enemy
aircraft and reporting them to Lincoln
centre for a co-ordinated response.
On duty one night two of the observers
watched helpless as an aircraft landed
on a thatched cottage in Hough on the
Hill where the two occupants were
unfortunately killed.
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