Claypole Yacht Club
It’s hard to believe that Claypole Yacht Club existed, particularly as the River
Witham is normally only several inches deep (unlike in November 2019) and no
member of the yacht club actually owned a yacht !
CYC evolved from a charity committee of the Young Farmers in the early 1980’s.
Ann and Trevor Kearsley moved into The Square on Main Street (next to the
hairdressers now) on August 17 1987, 32 years ago. The face of Des Holmes
appeared over the adjoining wall and he asked if they wanted to join a Yacht Club.
Of course they would and thus the organisation was conceived. Other early
members were Des and Corrine Holmes, Ian and Jenny Warner, Paddy and Jayne
Furey , Chris Widdeson and Dave Smith. as well as many others. Renshaw &
Milner was an engineering company which occupied what is now Barley Court.
Geoff Renshaw and Dave Milner manufactured the flume and any other
engineering items required.
CYC was managed by a
voluntary committee, chaired
at one stage by the late
Trevor Kearsley.The accounts
for 1990 show income from
such events as Aquathon,
Halloween Disco, Blackpool
Trip, Xmas Dance and Raffle,
Millionaires Night, Raft Race,
Sale of T Shirts and Treasure
Hunt. The CYC newsletter
entitled EngineRoom carried
an advert for the News Years
Eve Ball in the Village Hall.
Funding supported the Village
Hall, Playgroup and other charities, and CYC raised thousands of pounds over
the years.A fantastic testament to the goodwill of members and villagers.
The yachts often took mamny months of planning and manufacture and so were
re-used by participating in other races around the country. Examples were
Sheringham to Cromer , Minehead, Cambridge, Colwick Park (Nottingham) ,
Charnwood (Loughborough) , Bridgnorth, and Stratford. A particular favourite
was The River Dart Annual Raft Race where the route was 10 miles from
Buckfast to Totnes.
Claypole Raft Race started at 10am prompt at Dry Doddington Bridge. On one
occasion a team turned up just after 9am to ask if this is where they got the
materials to built their raft from and was there enough time to built it !

The Red Baron 1998
The Black Pig 1999

The Master of Ceremonies was Raftus O’Dinghy and to be appointed to the role
was a great honour. You needed to be a willing accomplice to all sorts of mischief
and nonsense as well as being able to sit in judgement on members
misdemeanours.
An additional event for several
years was the Annual Claypole
Stars in Their Eyes, held in the
Village Hall. Photographs and
videos of the event have
survived and will be an article
in the future.
Many thanks for the use of the
Yacht Club archive compiled
and held by Ann Kearsley.

Robert Prabucki
Given the recent deluge of rain you may be interested to know that the river
level at Claypole is monitored continuously by the Environment Agency and
available online at
https://flood-warning-information.service.gov.uk/station/6057

